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Hello	  RedHawks,	  
	  
Thanks	   to	  everyone	   for	  a	  great	  opening	   of	   school	   and	   fall	   season	  at	  PHS.	  Mr.	   Kyle’s	  AP	  Government	  
class	  has	  done	  an	  amazing	  job	  of	  covering	  the	  Presidential	  Election	  through	  Meet	  the	  Candidates	  and	  a	  
Debate.	  	  Our	  Marching	  Band	  had	  another	  great	  season	  an	  brought	  home	  multiple	  trophies.	  In	  addition,	  
our	   Girls	   Soccer	   Team	   advanced	   to	   the	   State	   Sectional	   Finals	   for	   the	   3rd	   time	   in	   four	   years.	   Cross	  
Country,	  Field	  Hockey,	  Tennis	  and	  Boys	  Soccer	  also	  qualified	  for	  the	  State	  Tournament	  and	  advanced	  
at	  least	  one	  round.	  	  Check	  out	  this	  entire	  newsletter	  to	  learn	  about	  all	  the	  great	  things	  our	  students	  and	  
staff	  have	  been	  up	  to…	  
Dr. Mulroony	  

DECEMBER 
1-3   Fall Drama 
8 -    Key Club Coffee House 
10 – Barnes & Noble Book Fair 
12-16 - Spirit Week 
14 -  Winter Concert 7:00 (Snow 
Date 12/15h) 
15 -  Winter Concert Assembly- 1st  
period 
16 -  Winter Pep Rally  
26-30 - Winter Break (No School) 
 

JANUARY 
2 – Winter Break cont’d (No 
School) 
3 – PTSA Meeting 7:15 
12 - 11th Grade Parent Night 
13 – Knollwood Show (Snow Date 
27th) 
16 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
(No School) 
20 – The Glammies 
27 – Senior Fun Night  
 

	  
	    	  
 	  
	  
	  
 	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  

SERVICE TRIP TO FOOD BANK 
 
On November 22, we took 61 students 
(including four PHHS kids) to the 
Community Food Bank of New Jersey. 
Once there, we sorted and boxed food 
that will be sent to homeless shelters 
around the state.  It was a great, hands-
on act of service for our students, and 
we are so proud of them.  Thanks to 
our teacher chaperones who joined us 
on the trip: Mrs. DeMarco, 
Mrs.Skibitski, Ms. Stapp, Ms. 
Connolly, Ms. DeJessa, Mr. Rizk and 
Mr. Bush. The next trip to CFBNJ will 
be in March… 
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SIGNING DAY 
We are so proud of our PHS Student-Athletes who will be continuing 
their education and athletic careers in college. We recognized them and 
their families on National Signing Day.  Congrats & good luck to the 
following:   Megan Leitner:  Central Connecticut State (Softball) 
John Burk: Lafayette (Football)        Emil Matti:  Wagner (Baseball) 
Jake Marlowe: Drew (Soccer)   
Michael Ilic:  Worcester Poly Institute (Wrestling) 

 
FIELD HOCKEY RECAP 

The PHS Field Hockey Team finished with a record of 8-11. They 
advanced to the 2nd round of the State Playoffs. Under the leadership of 
Captains Lily Tran and Jen Mazo and Seniors Esraa Farag, Taylor 
Newman & Alessandra Pantaleo, they grew together as a team this season 
and finished off strong. They are looking forward to 15 seniors returning 
and a competitive season next year.  
Individual Awards include:   
Olivia Bucciarelli- 1st Team All Conf; 3rd Team All County;  
Nicole Calabrese- 1st Team All Conf; 2nd Team All County;  
Lilian Tran- 2nd Team All Conf;  
Sarah DiPippa- 2nd Team All Conf;  
Isabella Rocco- 2nd Team All Conf;  
Savannah Cerrato- Hon. Mention All Conference;  
Isabella Nicoletti- Hon. Mention All County;  
Juliana Davanzo- Hon. Mention All County.  

 
FALL PEP RALLY & FROSH DAY 

PHS kicked off the school year with multiple activities to get everyone excited.  
Student Council organized Spirit Week featuring multiple spirit days and Mr. 
Bush, with the help of awesome juniors and seniors, put together our 2nd annual 
Frosh Day where the freshmen played games and did ice-breakers to acclimate 
themselves to PHS. The week was capped off with a loud Pep Rally.  

 

SENIORS PAINT PARKING SPOTS 
 
In a new tradition at PHS, our seniors 
painted their parking spots this fall. Each 
spot cost $25 with all of the proceeds going 
to the senior class. Once your spot is 
painted it is your spot (and only yours) for 
the rest of the year. Thanks to Mr. Rizk for 
putting this together.  

GIRL POWER PROGRAM AT CMS 
On October 25, 2016, a select group of high school girls visited CMS 8th 
grade girls to discuss Girl Power!  The program rotated the girls through 4 
topics including "Feel Your Power" focused on healthy self image of your 
body and talents, "Use Your Power for Good" focused on dealing effectively 
with girl drama, "Don't Give Your Power Away" focused on healthy 
boundaries in romance, and "Balance Your Power" focused on time 
management with school, sports, social life, and sleep.   The high school girls 
trained with Ms. Doyle and Ms. Garofalo in preparation for this event by 
providing ideas as well as learning about the specifics of how to relay their 
particular message.  The program was received extremely well by the 8th 
grade girls who requested a visit again later this school year to learn more 
about how to succeed in high school.  Ms. Doyle and Ms. Garofalo are 
excitedly working on the spring program!  
 

KILL ‘EM WITH KINDNESS 
Many PHS students participated in a creative new program called Kill ‘Em 
With Kindness as a Week of Respect initiative! To participate, students 
volunteered to perform some random act of kindness for another student. 
They were then handed the picture and name of their target. Their job was 
simple but impactful: find the target and do something to brighten his/her day. 
As always, many of our students stepped it up, sneaking treats and kind notes 
to one another! Some staff members had to get in on the action too, especially 
Ms. Doyle whose kindness started with her earnest support of the initiative 
and countless hours preparing the program. 
 



	   	  

JOSH GONZALEZ RECIEVES HONOR 
 

PHS Senior Josh Gonzalez was named Youth of the Year by the Pine 
Brook Jewish Center Men's Club. Each year the Men's Club chooses 
an outstanding High School student and honors them at the Northern 
New Jersey Regional Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs Annual Man 
of the Year/Youth of the Year Dinner held November 16th. Each 
chapter in the region chooses a MOY and YOY to be honored at the 
event. 

FOOTBALL OVERVIEW 
Though our final record did not indicate a winning season, the 2016 
Redhawks continued to change the culture of the Parsippany High 
School football program. The senior class provided leadership, 
maturity, and guidance throughout the year and not just the actual 
football season itself.  The team continues to learn life lessons that 
will impact them for the rest of their lives. One thing that can never 
be taken away is the brotherhood that these players have developed. 
They have created a sense of family that exudes what our team shirts 
state.  Coach Hurta could not be prouder of the determination and will 
of this team. The coaches will greatly miss this group of seniors but 
they look forward to continuing to build on this atmosphere they have 
created.  
First Team Offense: Senior, John Burk- OT 
First Team Offense: Senior, Kwaku Agyemang- RB:  Rush-80 for 
415 yards, 6 TD’s Avg. 5.2:  Rec- 7 for 21 yards 
First Team Defense: Junior, John Krevis- DL:  35 tackles, 4 Sacks, 7 
TFL’s, 1 FF 
Second Team Defense: Senior, Christian Riedinger-DB:  38 tackles, 
3 TFL, 1 INT 
Honorable Mention Offense: Senior, Robert Hockey:  Rush-88 for 
381, 1 TD; Rec-6 for 41 yards 
Honorable Mention Defense: Senior, Jeff Wear:  41 tackles, 1 sack, 
3 TFL 
 

GCC FRUIT SELFIE CAMPAIGN 
In October, Global Citizens Corps (GCC) , 
hosted their 2nd Annual Fruit Selfies 
Campaign.  By taking a picture with a piece 
of produce and posting it on Instagram or 
Twitter, each student and faculty member 
donated 10 lbs. of fresh produce to an 
impoverished area, otherwise known as a 
food dessert.  This campaign is sponsored by 
the Naked Juice Company who, this year, 
very generously donated over 50 t-shirts and 
sweatshirts to GCC to help promote this 
cause.  In the end, we raised a record of 1000 
lbs of fresh produce and raffled off some fun 
Naked Juice gear! 
	  

PHS MARCHING BAND HAS ANOTHER BANNER SEASON 
The PHS Marching RedHawks had another highly successful season! In addition to taking 1st Place at several local 
competitions, the PHSMB took 2nd Place in Group IV A at this year's NJ State Championships and 4th at Nationals in 
Allentown, PA (out of 21 bands!). The PHSMB welcomed back Alumni Band members to join them for this year's 
annual Homecoming combined halftime performance with the Cheerleaders. The PHS "Alumni Band" is a new tradition 
we hope to continue for many years to come! 
 
Senior band member Stephen Giercyk was selected as a "Music Student of the Month" for being an Outstanding Jazz 
Musician. He was honored at the Big Head Blues Club Concert on November 15, 2016, at the Mayo Performing Arts 
Center in Morristown. 
	   VOLLEYBALL SEASON RECAP 
PHV Volleyball ended the season with a record of 4-16 but had a successful season by all measures. They were led by 
seniors were Natalie Gongora, Deepika Nagabhushan and Captains Sarah Waffenfeld, Nathalia Giraldo and Rebecca 
Maciag.  One of their biggest wins was against rival Hanover Park 25-19, 25-16.    Nathalia Giraldo won Honorable 
Mention All-Conference and Rebecca Maciag won 2nd Team All Conference.  

 
GIRLS TENNIS MAKES STATES 

The Parsippany tennis girls had a rebuilding season with lots of new faces in the varsity lineup. They picked up several 
victories on the season including wins over Hanover Park and Pequannock. Their best win of the season was a fantastic 
State Sectional match upsetting the #7 seed Caldwell High School. Captain Ellie Xu led the team with 8 wins at first 
singles! 
 



BALDWIN PIZZA ATHLETES OF THE WEEK 
 

Thanks to Baldwin Pizza for sponsoring our Athlete of 
the Week program.  Each winner receives a t-shirt, a 
pin and a $5 gift card to Baldwin Pizza! 
 
TYLER GRIECO (10TH) – FOOTBALL 
Tyler rushed for 100 yds. on 21 carries and scored a 
bruising 22 yard TD in a huge 17-6 victory over Mt. 
Lakes.  
OLIVIA BUCCIARELLI (10TH) – FIELD HOCKEY 
Olivia scored both goals in a season-opening 2-0 win over 
St. Elizabeth’s.  The victory was Coach Lillienthal’s 150th 
in her coaching career at PHS.   
VINCENT COLANTONI (9TH) – CROSS COUNTRY 
Vincent has quickly made a mark for himself in Cross 
Country, finishing in the 3rd spot for the Varsity Team in 
their first two meets and earning medals in both.  
SALENA LEDONNE (12TH) – GIRLS SOCCER 
Salena had 5 goals and 3 assists in a huge 4-0 week for 
Girls Soccer.  She ranks among the leaders in the state for 
goals this season.  
REBECCA MACIAG (12TH) – VOLLEYBALL  
Rebecca, the setter and captain of the team, led Volleyball 
to a 2-2 week, beating Warren Tech and Morristown 
Beard.  Rebecca has been top three each match in for both 
kills and aces.    
SEBASTIAN ABREU (11TH) – SOCCER 
Sebastian, a junior who leads the Boys Soccer Team in 
goals, found the back of the net in a big 3-2 win over 
PHHS.  
MICHELLE INN (12TH) – MARCHING BAND 
Michelle, a senior trumpet section leader, helped to lead 
the Marching Band to a 3rd place finish at the Yamaha 
Cup last weekend.  
ELLIE XU (11TH) – TENNIS 
Ellie, a junior at 1st singles, had a huge 3-set win versus 
Villa Walsh and a straight-set win versus Morris Knolls to 
end her successful season on a high note.  
KATE BERNAUER (11TH) – CROSS COUNTRY 
Kate had the best XC race of her career last week at the 
NJAC Championships.  She placed 4th overall with a time 
of 20:24.  
HALEY PIGNATELLI (12TH) - SOCCER 
Haley returned from injury to score two goals and dish out 
four assists in two huge State Playoff wins over West 
Essex and Lenape Valley.  
CHENNELLE CHAMBERS (12TH) – CHEER 
Chennelle Chambers had a stellar performance at the 
Homecoming game.  Her group worked hard to nail a kick 
flip pyramid that went up without a hitch at halftime. She 
has also put in countless hours into the PAL cheerleading 
program throughout the season.  
CRISTINA FERNANDEZ (12th)  - CROSS 
COUNTRY 
Cristina, a senior captain and leader of the team, had a 
personal best time at the Group 2 State Championships, 
placing her in the top 25.  
 

PHS SCHOLARS OF THE MONTH 
Congratulations to our tremendously intelligent and 
hard-working Scholars of the Month.  Winners will be 
rewarded with a delicious breakfast in June.  
 

SEPTEMBER 
World Language: Daniel Wang 
Social Studies: SophiA LeoGrande 
Science: Kyle Contaldi 
Physical Education: Nicolas Colella 
Math: Christina Xu 
Language Arts: Ethan Kaplan 
Fine Arts: Jacob Ponce deLeon 

OCTOBER 
World Language: Param Shukla 
Social Studies:  Ellie Xu 
Science: Haider Malik 
Physical Education: Sarah DiPippa 
Math: Daniel Wang 
Language Arts:  Lauren Marks 
Electives: Joshua Flood 

NOVEMBER 
World Language: Christina Wu 
Social Studies: Alissa Afonso 
Science: Aastha Jaagi 
Physical Education: John Burk 
Math: Adriana Didio 
Language Arts: Asia Tabili 
Business: Andrew Lie 
 

OLD TIMERS DAY 
In celebration of our 60th Anniversary, we invited 
retired staff members to spend a day at PHS shadowing 
teachers, reminiscing and sharing old stories about our 
school’s past.  The following staff members were in 
attendance: Ann Greiner (Eng), Dawn Gemeinhardt 
(PE), Judy Frost (Basic Skills), Ann DeVenezia (Eng), 
Ron Foreso (SS), Flo Barna (Math), Marlene Tocci 
(Foods), Ursula Grossi (WL), Diane Feula (Eng), Fran 
Warren (WL), Joe Bernabe (Band), Shelley Colwell 
Wheeler (Math), Malvin Sumka (Math), Sima Feder 
(WL), Bud Weider (IA), Judy Resch (Secretary), 
Barthy Bhavaraju (Secretary), Vivian Schellinck 
(Secretary), Heidi Oshima (WL), Gloria Geene 
(Secretary), Steve McCarthy (Eng).  



HOBY CANDIDATE SELECTED 
 
Congratulations to sophomore Nicholas Lim for being selected to attend HOBY, the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership, seminar this spring! Through the continuous and generous support of the Parsippany-Troy 
Hills School Association, Parsippany High School is able to send Nicholas as a delegate to the weekend-
long conference held at Monmouth University in June. While in attendance, Nicholas will have the 
opportunity to participate in hands-on leadership and team building activities, listen to keynote speakers, 
and interact with other sophomores from around the state. Congratulations also go out to Michele La Capra 
for being selected as the alternate.  
 

NEW JERSEY SCHOLARS FINALISTS ANNOUNCED 
 
Congratulations to Ethan Kaplan and Udhay Khullar for being selected as finalists from PHS in hopes of 
attending the intensely competitive NJ Scholars program this summer. If selected as semi-finalists, they 
will be asked to take part in a group interview in March. In the end, only 39 candidates from around the 
state will be chosen to participate in this free, five-week interdisciplinary program on the historic campus 
of the Lawrenceville School. Congratulations again to Ethan and Udhay and we look forward to hearing 
even more good news in the coming months!  
	  

SEPTEMBER SERVICE NIGHT 
 
For our opening Service Night over seventy PHS 
students gathered to cover the school with positive 
messages. We looked up our favorite quotes and wrote 
them on notecards which we posted around the building. 
In the end, the students and staff had a nice surprise the 
following day.  
 

OCTOBER SERVICE NIGHT 
 
In October we had our largest Service Night ever. 210 
students gathered in Cafeteria 1 for "Pumpkins & 
Pancakes." Everyone decorated pumpkins and consumed 
delicious pancakes. The night was hosted by Peer 
Buddies who bought all pancake supplies, made the 
pancakes and delivered the decorated pumpkins to St. 
Francis Retirement Home in Denville. Every resident of 
St. Francis received a pumpkin and a Halloween card. 
Peer Buddies also held their annual Halloween Open 
House and hosted students from the Hills for a team day.  
	   PALENCIA, SPAIN EXCHANGE A HUGE SUCCESS 
 
PHS welcomed 31 visiting students from Palencia in September as the biennial exchange program with 
Spain took place once again. During their stay with individual Parsippany families, the Spanish students 
had the opportunity to live as a typical American, sharing in the various routines and cultures of their hosts. 
School officials and Mayor Barberio welcomed them at a group dinner shortly after they arrived, and on 
school days, they followed their PHS partners to classes and extracurricular activities. The also had an 
opportunity to explore New York City and Washington, D.C. The program, which has been running 
regularly since 1999, will continue during spring break when many of the same PHS students will be 
reunited with their Spanish friends in Palencia and stay in a typical Spanish home.  
	  



	   	  

CHOIR NEWS 
 
The PHS Choir is off to a great start! We have our largest group 
in seven years at 58 members. We also have singers that 
participate in our after school choirs such as Chambers, 
Women’s, and Men’s ensemble. In addition, we will be starting 
up an A Cappella group in the winter.  
We performed for the annual VNA Tree Lighting/Celebration of 
Life Event in Morristown on November 17th. It was a great way 
to start off the holiday season and to serve the community.  
We will also be performing in our Band and Choir Winter 
Concert on December 14th at 7:00 PM. We are once again 
collecting non-perishable food items for a local food pantry. Any 
donations will be accepted before and up to December 14th.  
We had seven students who auditioned and were selected for the 
Morris Area Honors Choir Concert in October, which was held at 
PHS! Congratulations to Amanda Chen, Juliana Smith, Cassie 
Cogan, Stephanie Hernandez, Richa Iyer, Karen Shih, and 
Catherine Chiarolanza. Veronica Mendoza, Anya Kosachevich, 
Josh Gonzalez, and Bobby Wilson were accepted into the NJ All 
State Mixed Choir last April, and performed on November 11th in 
Atlantic City. They learned so much and had an incredible three-
day experience! They will also be singing at the NJPAC on 
November 20th. We also have fifteen students auditioning for the 
Region I Honors Choir in January. We are looking forward to 
many great experiences this year!  
	  

ITALIAN EXCHANGE 
 
In September, the WL Department 
launched their first Italian Student 
Exchange Program. Close to 30 of 
our students hosted students from 
Siena, Tuscany to teach them about 
PHS and our American culture and 
language. It was a once in a life-
time, bonding experience that our 
students will treasure forever.  
	  

AAC T-SHIRT SALE 
The PHS AAC is currently selling 
adorable tempura-themed t-shirts.  See 
an officer or an advisor (Mrs. Sanchez 
and Mrs. Cristiano) if you would like 
to place an order!  Please mark you 
calendar for the annual BIG SHOW 
on Friday, February 10 at 7PM.  This 
year's script features adventures 
starring animals from the Zodiac.  All 
are welcome!  Our proceeds go toward 
Operation Smile.  If you'd like to be 
involved, please come to 
our Friday afternoon meetings in 
607.  We hope to see you there! 
	  

60th HOMECOMING GAME 
 
Parsippany High School held their 60th Homecoming 
Game on Oct. 27th as the Redhawks took on High Point 
High School on a frigid night. The game was attended by 
the largest crowd of alumni in years including several 
former PHS Homecoming Kings and Queens.  
The list included: Kathy Larkin ’74, Annette Delaney '89, 
Robin Falcone '93, Nicole Henke '99, Ashley Grande '06, 
Chuck Anderson '07, Sara Chauvette '08, Nick Egidio '08, 
Rachel Leiberman '11. 
 

Congrats to this year's Homecoming Court 
 
King and Queen: Kyle Steele & Courtney Calabrese 
2017:  Salena Ledonne, Alyssa Carriero, Jen Mazo & 

Morgan Villopoto 
Jake Marlowe, Max Corbel, Spencer Huang & 
Kevin Piriano 

2018: Ethan Kaplan & Isabella Nicoletti 
2019:  Aidan Brennan & Neha Deshpande 
2020:  Vincent Colantoni & Tabitha Gessling 
 
	  



	   	  

FALL DRAMA. THE GAME'S AFOOT 
 
Come and support the PHS Drama Cast as they put on the hilarious production of Ken Ludwig's The Game's 
Afoot. Featuring: Carly Pasquale, Ryan Crooker, Madison Carden, Jaquan Eke, Talia Wynzel, Anya 
Kosachevich, Juliana Smith and Sean O'Donnell. Show dates are December 1, 2, and 3 at 7pm.  
 
Play synopsis: It is December 1936 and Broadway star William Gillette, admired the world over for his leading 
role in the play Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow cast-members to his Connecticut castle for a weekend 
of revelry. But when one of the guests is stabbed to death, the festivities in this isolated house of tricks and 
mirrors quickly turn dangerous. Then it’s up to Gillette himself, as he assumes the persona of his beloved 
Holmes, to track down the killer before the next victim appears.  
	  

AP GOVT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
 
For their study of the 2016 Presidential Election, our AP 
Govt. class broke up into six political parties 
(Republican, Democrat, Libertarian, Green, Socialist, 
and Constitution), with each group responsible for 
learning everything that they possibly could about their 
candidate and their party's platform. The real effort was 
trying to determine the "issues" in the election (beyond 
private servers and bad language). Each group 
eventually put forward a "fact sheet" of their candidate's 
position on the key issues (ranked), which they then 
studied and debated each other on in class to help 
everyone understand the positions of the different 
candidates and learn how to respond to questions (and 
attacks). Students then held the "Meet the Candidates" 
forum in the media center. Students created "kiosks" for 
each candidate with information. As various classes 
came into the media center, they were informed about 
the six candidates, the main issues, and, occasionally, 
pushed to support one over another. This was the set up 
to announcing the school wide election. The final event 
was the auditorium debate, on stage right before the 
election. The AP Govt students rotated in and out 
throughout the day. Having read and studied their 
candidate and the issues, they then "became" the 
candidate for the debate. Classes coming into the 
auditorium each period brought questions on index 
cards. Mr. Kyle quickly went through the questions 
(along with some Civics students), and they identified 
the best 10-15 questions, which the Civics students 
asked (identifying the class and student who wrote 
them). Each candidate had a chance to respond. The 
school-wide election was the next day, and Hillary 
Clinton narrowly beat Donald Trump - pretty much 
exactly what happened in real life, except that we have 
no electoral college.  
	  

VOLLEYBALL TOURNEY 
“SISTERHOOD” TAKES TITLE 

 
Our annual Senior Volleyball Tournament was 
held on November 16th. 28 teams competed in 
a double elimination tournament for the title. 
In the end, “The Sisterhood of Sorresse’s 
Neckbeard” won the championship going 
undefeated and defeating “How I Set…” in the 
finals. The 1st place team consisted of Jake 
Marlowe, Jeff Wear, Christian Riedinger, Emil 
Matti & Mike Colasuonno. Congrats to the 
runner-ups (Kenny Kwaja, Rob Hockey, JoAn 
Vasquez, Ryley Foley, Abu Iqbal & Kwaku 
Agyemang) who went on seven-match winning 
streak in the loser’s bracket to take 2nd.  Thanks 
to the volunteer referees and all of the teachers 
who came out to play. (Congrats to the longest-
lasting faculty team of The Bald Dutchmen- 
Mr. Chaudruc, Mr. Kelaid, Mr. DiMaulo & 
Mr. Intveld).  
	  



	   	  

PIE FEST!! 
PHS'S annual Pie Fest took 
place on Friday Nov.  18th! 
This year students taking 
foods doubled their efforts 
as they doubled the number 
of pies they baked to 
include: Pumpkin,  Key 
Lime, Apple crumb, Pecan, 
Oreo, Banana Cream, French 
Silk, and Berry 
pies..Teachers and staff were 
able to celebrate their 
students culinary 
accomplishments on this 
special occassion! 
 

PINK OUT AND MAKING STRIDES AGAINST BREAST CANCER 
 
At PHS we held our annual Pink Out in support of Breast Cancer Research.  In addition, Mr. Rizk coordinated the 
Beards Against Breast Cancer contest where multiple staff members grew out their beards to raise money. Congrats to 
Mr. McMickle who took 1st place in the voting (Mr. Hurta was runner-up).  Ms. Doyle helped (as always), to 
coordinate the school participation in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk. We had about 100 students 
participate in the 5k, and we raised over a thousand dollars for the cause. Special congrats to Mrs. Maucione’s 
homeroom who raised the most money for the third year in a row and we rewarded with a delicious breakfast and to 
Cristina Fernandez who did an excellent job designing the t-shirt (for the 4th year in a row).  
	  

FALL CHEERLEADING 
 
The Fall Cheerleaders have been practicing hard since 
August.  The seniors creating an amazing halftime 
routine which was executed without a hitch at the Fall 
Pep Rally.  Leading up to our homecoming game, the 
team worked on another routine in combination with 
the Band and Color Guard.  Despite the cold night, the 
performance was stellar.  We will miss our seniors and 
wish them the BEST! 
 

ALAS & SPANISH CLUB 
 
The Alliance of Latin American Students and the 
Spanish Club held their first annual joint celebration for 
Hispanic Heritage Month.  The fiesta consisted of 
music, food, and games and was held in the 800 wing 
and the ajoining courtyard on the evening of October 
11th.  Since the event was such a success, the clubs are 
looking forward to hosting the event again next year. 
  

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS 
 

On November 4, the Spanish Club members celebrated 
the Mexican celebration of the Day of the Dead with 
decorations, music and quesadillas.  The students were 
able to learn about the celebration while enjoying the 
culture.   
	  

COLLEGE FAIRS & GUIDANCE INFO 
 
PHS hosted 2 "mini college fairs" this fall, with over 70 
schools total attending.  Students got to check out some 
well known as well as not so well known schools.  We will 
hold an additional college fair in the spring specifically for 
Juniors. 
Seniors should be knee deep (or even done!)  in the college 
application process!  With early action and early decision 
deadlines already passed, students should be finalizing their 
last applications now.  Get your applications in!  Even if the 
deadline is in January, there is no need to wait!   
Scholarships are slowly beginning to trickle in.  Seniors 
should regularly check Naviance for new postings. 
  
	  

ICC DIWALI DINNER 
The ICC Diwali Dinner was a huge success, bringing in almost double the amount of 
people from last year! We had an amazing night, filled with fun games and prizes, and 
delicious food! Not to mention some brilliant performances…. 
 



	   	  

PHS YEARBOOK INFORMATION 
 
Yearbooks are now on sale. Please 
visit www.ybpay.lifetouch.com and enter code 12157717 to 
purchase online. Senior parent ads are also available to 
purchase by visiting the same site. The deadline to order is 
coming quickly, so be sure to reserve your copy asap! 
 

THE HAWK HOUSE 
 
The Hawk House has new winter items for sale that would 
make great holiday gifts, including blankets, sweatshirts, 
sweatpants, long sleeve tshirts and lanyards. Everything in 
the store is under $25! Stop by during your lunch period or 
see Mrs. Russell in room 202 for more information. 
 

DECA UPDATE 
 
DECA: Five members of our DECA Leadership Team 
visited Kean University in October for a Leadership 
Conference, where they were able to meet students from 
other DECA chapters across the state, take part in various 
team building exercises and plan events for the upcoming 
year. Our entire PHS DECA chapter will be competing in a 
regional competition at Ramapo College in January. 
 

REDSTOCK PLANNING UNDERWAY 
 
Redstock: Planning for 2017 Redstock has begun! If you 
know of any local businesses who would like to set up a 
vendor booth at the event, please 
contact crussell@pthsd.net. 
 

TV PRODUCTION NEWS 
	  
TV Production I & II students have had a very productive 
fall here at PHS creating many different types of video 
projects including Infomercials, Music Videos and Public 
Service Announcements.  Students are learning the basic 
concepts of pre-production, script-writing, filming and 
editing and have made great strides since 
September!  Many of our student films are featured on the 
Video On The Go website which can be found on the 
district website as well as their YouTube page.  Follow us 
on Twitter @PTHSD_TVP. 
 

HOMEWORK CLUB CAN HELP! 
	  
HW Club is a service provided by the school on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.  NHS tutors are available from 2:30-
3:30 and Ms. Regenye stays until the late bus comes.  This 
year a growing number of students have truly taken 
advantage of this opportunity to get work done before 
going home.  Thus far tutors have offered specific 
assistance for classes such as Biology, Algebra 2, and US 
1.  All students are welcome at any time! 
	  

KEY CLUB MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
 
On Sunday, October 9th, the Parsippany High School 
Key Club attended the Key Club Fall Rally at Six Flags 
Great Adventure. The dedicated students, endured hours 
in the rain to learn about the many service opportunities 
the club would be apart of this year. Students also 
donated over 100 cans of food to local food banks to help 
those in need.  
	  

BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY 
CONTINUE SUCCESS 

 
The boys and girls Cross Country Team had another 
successful season.  Both boys and girls qualified for the 
Group 2 State Championships for the second year in a row.  
The boys were led by Captain Eric Schlosser.  He broke his 
own school record at Greystone, running 16:31 over the 5k 
course.  Freshman Vincent Colantoni had a phenomenal 
rookie year, and looks to be a bright part of our future. 
Jason Finkle, Dilan Bhavsar, Mikhlid Alzubi, Nick 
LeDonne, Ryan Crooker, Eric Chao and Ryan Torres were 
all a part of this successful varsity squad.  On the girls side, 
Captain Cristina Fernandez had the best season of her 
career, running a personal best of 19:56 for the 5k race.  
Kate Bernauer, Katherine Castano, Anna Kosachevich, 
Amanda Ribeiro, Sameerah Khan, Raquelle Rocco and 
Amber Pou all contributed to the team’s success.  We look 
forward to another successful Winter Track & Field season! 
	  



	  

	  
  	  
	  
	  

	  
 	  
	  

GIRLS SOCCER MAKES DEEP STATE RUN  
 

The Lady Red Hawks Soccer Team finished out the year with a 
13-9-1 finish.  After a roller coaster ride of a season filled with 
winning streaks, injuries, and everything in between, the girls 
battled their way all the way into the Section Finals.  It was their 
second consecutive appearance in the Sectional Finals along with 
the third in four years for the Seniors.  Although the game itself 
did not go according to plan, the mark the girls left on the 
program and athletics in the school will be remembered for a long 
time. Individual honors include: Coaches' All-County Team: 1st 
Team - Haley Pignatelli and Salena LeDonne; Honorable 
Mention - Luisa Barone and Alissa Afonso.  1st Team All-
Conference - Haley Pignatelli and Salena LeDonne; 2nd Team 
All-Conference - Kyra Reich and Luisa Barone; Honorable 
Mention All-Conference - Jessica Vargas.   Congrats to Salena 
Ledonne for scoring 50 goals for her career.   
 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB 
 
The Environmental Club has been busy beautifying the 
school grounds and caring for wildlife. In early October we 
decorated the courtyards with scarecrows, pumpkins and hay 
bales. We have also made bird feeders and have been filling 
them for our feathered friends. At the moment we are 
researching ways to increase recycling at PHS and we are 
also looking into how to increase club membership, so if 
anyone is interested in joining us we meet the first and third 
Tuesday of every month. 
	  

BOYS SOCCER UPDATE 
 
The Varsity Boys Soccer team finished the season with a 
record of 8-8-2.  They were led by senior goalie Jake 
Marlowe.  Other major contributors were seniors Mujtaba 
Aslamy, Anthony Caccavale, Joe Ruggiero and Bener 
Uygun.  The highlight of the year for the team was its 
hard fought victory against cross town rivals Parsippany 
Hills by the score of 3-2. Individual honors include: Jake 
Marlowe - 1st Team All Conference, 2nd Team All 
County; Daniel Pico - 1st Team All Conference, 
Honorable Mention All County; Mujtaba Aslamy - 2nd 
Team All Conference, Honorable Mention All County; 
Thomas Mercado - 2nd Team All Conference; Joe 
Ruggiero - Honorable Mention All Conference. 
 FRENCH CLUB NEWS 

 
French Club's Crepe Day- we also invited French students from CMS to join us, and a great, delicious, time was had 
by all! This is part of our celebration for National French Week in which we have labeled parts of the building in 
French, decorated the hallway inset window to represent French Week, and have a daily French trivia game for the 
entire school to participate in, with daily prizes, in addition to a quote of the day/ a word of the day and a French 
song of the day, as well. Our celebration will end tomorrow afternoon with a French movie and treats. Also, our 
French National Honor Society students have their 3rd French Club meeting with the 5th graders at Northvail and 
Knollwood today. This is the 7th year at North Vail, but our inaugural year at Knollwood. It's a great opportunity for 
our students to plan creative lessons and to teach the 5th graders some basic expressions in French as well as some 
cultural points. Both groups of students have really been enjoying the experience.  
	  


